Epidemiological characteristics of the incidence of hepatitis C virus (C100-3) antibodies in patients with liver diseases in the inshore area of the Yangtze River.
The Nantong area is an endemic region of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection in the inshore area of the Yangtze River. However, no detailed data are available about hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection in this area. In this study recent reports are reviewed about the incidence of viral hepatitis and primary hepatocellular carcinoma (PHC) in China, and it is shown that the Nantong area is a high risk region for PHC. This study reports on the incidence of antibody to HCV (anti-HCV) in patients with chronic liver diseases in the Nantong area; investigated in collaboration with members of the Nantong Medical College, Jiangsu Province, the People's Republic of China. The incidence of anti-HCV (C100-3) in the Nantong area was: 0.67% (three of 451) in donor blood; 0.0% (none of 89) in patients with acute hepatitis; 2.7% (five of 186) in those with chronic hepatitis, 4.5% (two of 44) in those with liver cirrhosis; 6.3% (one of 16) in those with PHC; and 1.3% (one of 78) in patients without liver disease. The incidence of hepatitis B surface antigen in the Nantong area was: 15.7% (14 of 89) in patients with acute hepatitis; 81.2% (151 of 186) in those with chronic hepatitis; 81.8% (36 of 44) in those with liver cirrhosis; 87.5% (14 of 16) in those with PHC; and 20.5% (16 of 78) in patients without liver disease. Although the Nantong area is a high risk region for PHC, these data suggest that HCV infection is not an important aetiological factor for PHC in this area.